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•  What is the future of teaching 
and learning for school 
librarians? 

•  What kinds of challenges will 
school librarians face in the 
future? 

Common  Core	



Wright  &  Davie  *	
People  Principles Human  relations  and  communication  skills 

Instruction  and  Collection  
Development  Principles 

Everything  related  to  the  instructional  
program  of  the  school 

Scheduling  Principles Flexibility  in  use  of  time  for  student  learning 

Planning  and  Evaluation  
Principles 

Goal  driven  and  continuous  evaluation  and  
planning 

Budgeting  Principles Should  reflect  goals  and  objectives  of  the  
school 

Facilities  Principles Accessible,  future  directed  and  designed  for  
student  learning 

Technology  Principles Cope  with  pace  of  change  and  changing  
definition  of  literacy 

High  Reliability  Principles Broad  community  inclusion  and  collaboration 
*  Wright,  K.  &  Davie,  J.  (1999).    Forecasting  the  future:  School  media  programs  in  
an  age  of  change.    Lanham,  MD:  Scarecrow.	



CommonCore	
•  Are aligned with college and work expectations; 
•  Are clear, understandable, and consistent; 
•  Include rigorous content and application of 

knowledge through high-order skills; 
•  Build upon strengths and lessons of current state 

standards; 
•  Are informed by other top performing countries, so 

that all students are prepared to succeed in our 
global economy and society; and 

•  Are evidence-based” (www.corestandards.org  ) 



Methodology	
•  Focus groups – 16 total (8 per state) 
•  Done at state school library conferences  

o  NC & VA 
•  Areas of concern: 

1.  Knowledge, skills & dispositions 
2.  Teaching & learning 
3.  Spaces & facilities 
4.  Resources & collections 

•  Send a Problem 
o  What should school librarians know about the future of Teaching & Learning? 



Aligned  with  College  &  
Work  Expectations	
Virginia North  Carolina 

•  The  future  is  dependent  on  
collaboration.	

•  Technology,  educational  
expectations,  and  real  world  
skills  will  need  to  be  synched.	

•  Virtual  environment  will  
increase.	

•  Self-‐‑assessment,  self-‐‑
responsible  learners  will  
continue  to  be  important.	

•  12  year  educational  system  
inadequate. 

•  Not  locked  into  space  -‐‑  going  
to  them  in  collaboration  -‐‑  level  
of  collaboration	

•  More  on-‐‑demand  teaching  and  
learning.	

•  New  products  beyond  posters  
and  powerpoints.	

•  Be  a  continuous  learner  and  
model  for  others.	

•  Virtual.	
•  Vertical  alignment. 



Rigorous  Content  &  High-‐‑
Order  Skills	

Virginia North  Carolina 

•  Integration  of  skills  -‐‑  
information  skills	

•  Increased  focus  on  content  
knowledge	

•  Problem  solving	
•  Critical  thinking  skills	
•  Search  practices  and  
information  management	

•  Blooms  taxonomy  with  social  
networking  mapped	

•  Students  creating  content 

•  Critical  thinking,  problem  
solving	

•  More  advanced,  individualized  
learning	

•  [Students]  moving  to  creating  
from  consumers  of  information	

•  Increase  our  facilitator  role  as  
model/guide  which  puts  
ownership  on  students	

•  Interactive,  things  kids  can  do	
•  Skills  and  concepts  vs.  details  
and  facts 



Build  on  Current  State  
Standards	

Virginia North  Carolina 

•  One  size  fits  all  is  gone	
•  Integrating  knowledge	
•  We  [school  librarians]  will  
teach  how  to  use  the  
technology  to  the  kids  and  staff	

•  Educating  the  educators  will  
impact  teaching  and  learning.	

•  12  year  school  system  will  be  
inadequate. 

•  Teaching  more  subjects	
•  Common  core  embedded  in  
skills.	

•  Core  standards  =  integrated  
curriculum.	

•  More  training  to  teachers	
•  Need  for  knowing  whole  
curriculum.	

•  Placing  student  learning  above  
district  policy  (regarding  use  of  
student  technology)	

•  Professional  development	
•  Take  initiative  to  learn  new  
technologies 



Global  Economy  &  Skills	
Virginia North  Carolina 

•  Global  based	
•  Values  and  ethics  will  
need  to  be  explicitly  
taught  for  citizenship,  
information  use,  and  
safety.	

•  Trying  to  reach  every  
child. 

•  How  to  connect  students  
to  students  outside  the  
building.	

•  Multidisciplinary  and  
global  impact.	

•  Teach  cyberbullying  
netique]e	

•  Funding  an  issue  in  
equality.	

•  How  will  this  effect  
digital  divide  -‐‑  will  it  
widen? 



Evidence  &/or  Research-‐‑  
Based	

Virginia North  Carolina 

•  More  individual  and  personalized	
	
•  Leveled  instruction  instead  of  age  
restricted 

•  Drive  instruction  to  reading  level/
abilities.	

•  Adaptive  instruction  to  remediate  
and  provide  instruction	

•  More  individualized,  student-‐‑
specific	

•  Age  requirements  going  away,  i.e.  
can  take  geometry  in  7th  grade	

•  Analysis  of  student  data,  data-‐‑
driven  decision  making	

•  Students  can  use  their  ability/
disability  to  guide  resource  
allocation 



Conclusions	
•  “Who is in the library?” 
•  “The library won’t be a destination.  It will be 

integrated into the whole school as part of the 
classrooms.” 

•  Strongest connection to Common Core 
o  Alignment of rigorous content and information literacy 

•  Weakest connections to Common Core 
o  Evidence based practice and assessment 
o  Focus on ethical and responsible citizenship 



Discussion	
•  What does this mean for school librarian 

education? 
o  Tension between the visible and invisible 
o  Tension between common standards and increasing 

customization of learning 
o  Tension between learning facts and skills and learning to 

become a responsible and ethical global citizen. 

 
•  Dissenting voices? 
 


